Geoff Fardy
Candidate for Regional Councillor / Deputy Mayor for Georgina
October 2026 Campaign Update
Hello Georgina!
Since my September update, our campaign has been moving at full speed. Through door-knocking, Q&A sessions with taxpayers, and many detailed email exchanges, I have had the privilege of listening directly to what matters most to you.
Here is a quick look at where we’ve been and what we are addressing together.
· Door-to-Door: My team and I have visited over 4,000 homes from the east side of Georgina to the west.
· Local Business Focus: I have met with over 100 local businesses and owners to discuss economic growth.
· Community Debates & Chats: I’ve participated in 4 formal debates/meet-and-greets and hosted over two dozen "coffee chats" with voters—including young residents eager to learn how municipal government works.
I will continue reaching out to special interest groups, small community groups, and individual residents right up until Election Day.
Questions I have been asked by residents of Georgina
Q:   Geoff how will you approach keeping taxes down with all the debt and increasing expenses?
A:  I will propose:
· A hiring freeze on Town staff.
· A freeze on all consultant use without explicit Council approval.
· Request  all Town departments to review their budgets and find operational savings.
· A cap on property taxes tied to the Cost of Living.
· A review and capping of other municipal fees, including Water and Stormwater taxes.
· Regular financial reporting so taxpayers are informed before and during spending decisions, not after.
· Pursue grants, provincial funding, and sponsorships to subsidize local costs.
Q:   Geoff, you have not been in municipal government before, do you have enough experience?
A:  With over 40 years in private business, I have managed massive budgets exceeding hundreds of millions of dollars and negotiated complex, high-value contracts. I have what it takes to plan, negotiate, and build strong partnerships!
Municipal governance is well-structured, but what Georgina lacks is new leadership. The difference in voting for me is I will bring ideas to local and regional council tables, reach directly to Federal and Provincial Governments and a 100% full-time commitment to Georgina.
Q:  What is your stance on the phrase "Growth Pays for Growth"?
A: It’s just political spin. If growth truly paid for growth, why are so many municipalities drowning in long-term debt and deficits? Growth may be paid for by development charges but taxpayers pay the operating costs.  
Georgina has already consumed its Development Charges funding for projects stretching over the next 10+ years. We need to pause, review, and establish smarter investment policies that curb our long-term debt so taxpayers aren't subjected to constant tax hikes.

Q:   How can we attract more businesses and create local jobs?
A:  Georgina currently has some of the highest building permit costs in the region because current Council treats permits as a revenue generator.
If we want local businesses to expand and new businesses to set up shop, we must cut building permit fees and introduce competitive tax incentives. You can read my complete economic plan on my website at www.geofffardy4georgina.ca.
Q:   What is your position on the Lake Drive seasonal one-way?
A:  I oppose the current setup for three main reasons:
1. It is creating unnecessary community conflict.
2. It was poorly planned regarding its impact on Lake Drive residents and local businesses.
3. Combining pedestrians, cyclists, and mobility devices into a single shared space is unsafe.
My Solution:
Let’s pave over the dangerous, hard-to-maintain shoulders to expand Lake Drive from 18 feet to 22 feet wide. This allows for a dedicated, 12-month pedestrian walkway alongside 2-way traffic.  Combined with improved tree/shrubbery maintenance and brighter lighting, we can make Lake Drive safe year-round.
Q:   What is happening with the Willow Beach project?
A:  Our beaches need proper maintenance, but not to the tune of $8 million to $9 million. In today's tough economic climate, families are struggling with groceries and fuel. Now is not the time to add millions in debt for "nice-to-have" projects.
Residents  deserve transparency. While Council led the public to believe they were listening to feedback, $5.6 million in contracts were already awarded and moving forward.
Q:   I heard an incumbent say  you are  planning to privatize all our beach parks?
A:  No, that is gossip. What I did propose is setting aside one beach—such as Willow Beach—as a "Residents-Only Beach." Local taxpayers who live here and fund our town should have guaranteed access to enjoy Lake Simcoe on busy summer weekends.
Q:   Geoff, I never feel like I know what is going on in Georgina with spending and work happening?  How can you improve this feeling? 
A:  The Town website can be confusing, especially the budget sections. I plan to fix this by implementing:
· Quarterly Councillor Reports: Published online and distributed in print across Georgina, detailing Council discussions, spending updates, and project progress.
· Direct Public Polling: Interactive tools where residents can vote (Strongly Agree, Agree, Disagree) on major budget proposals with actual costs listed. This ensures Council understands broader community sentiment rather than relying on 100-person town halls.
· Monthly Coffee Chats: Regular, informal in-person discussions where you can bring your questions directly to me.
Q:   What can be done to help seniors on fixed incomes stay in their homes?
A:  Our seniors deserve peace of mind, not rising property and water taxes that threaten to price them out of the community they helped build. I will table a motion to introduce a Senior Tax Cap (STC) to keep living costs predictable and affordable for retired residents.



